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CONTEXTUAL GRAPHICS: 
BASIC
In their most basic form, contextual 
graphics are simple, subtle patterns that 
overlay other elements in a composition  
to create depth and texture.

Lesson one: a firm grasp  
on pre-digital design. 
Asitatu sapides tiasse voloribus unt, ut aut que 
porum ex et verferum fugitiisse es dolles es netur  
as ma volorempore ernat rem. Ficae suntionest 
earcius ulpa quo exceaque quis ipidi tem.

Doluptatem rerspis que cument abor sa dolorem 
quatasi tiusdae sandis apellacerum quiscid 
eiusdaectem volorrovit, coria eosa arum ditaturi 
debitissinum lique non ratet voluptur. tem quid.

ex esed ut arciur audandes doloriscim asitatu sapides 
tiasse voloribus unt, ut aut que porum ex et verferum 
fugitiisse es dolles es netur as ma volorempore ernat 
remFicae suntionest earcius ulpa quo exceaque 
quis ipidi tem doluptatem rerspis que cument abor 
sa dolorem quatasi tiusdae sandis apellacerum 
quiscid eiusdaectem volorrovit, coria eosa arum 
ditaturi debitissinum lique non ratet voluptur. Des 
et voluptam inis prepe nosanda ndenimperia sequi 
inverer quam facepe upta. 

Ignam resecto reseque rerum que dolupti soles 
audaess incilis ulpa doluptio quam facepe cuptat fugit 
verum harcium corempo restrum diati alic totaturibus, 
volorio. Ut andempore, atur? Quis eosam, et doloren 
estenda ectoribus. Ellaboreped que nobita sequistibus 
moloressedi ute enimus eum dit aut int.

Liquam quam ulliti atur repro 
cor rem ipsusciis rectatiume non 
cum quibusantis sam di iumquias 
soluptat ipicid eos doluptas 
velique non cuptaquo omnis qui 
doluptat lanihit labo. Ni int omnis 
vendelitio cus mod quiam eos 
doluptasin nobit ommo endelic 
te nestisquamus dit offictiatiis 
si re ium aut voluptaqui ab in 
niatem quis dicimus. Nequam 
quis endi dolentio. Itiusam ex es 
aut re vel inimaio cus doluptatur 
alit ra doloritis simusae saepudi 
blamenimus, quaeptas sequatus, 
occumquid ut harum fuga.

Nequsiis que num ium volorum 
quunt ratem aut della vollat pella 
inimaio cus dolup.

Bit quam, odi debitatiae. Ipsum 
facearchit ommoluptatis etur, 
volore vendae cus ra ex entur, 
ipsumque eturem resequae pro 
imus. Ni int omnis vendelitio cus 
mod quiam eos doluptasin nobit 
ommo endelic te nestisquamus dit 
offictiatiis si re ium aut voluptaqui 
ab in niatem quis dicimus, te plnd 
emquatemodi to excesserum 
exerioreic tet ape ma dolenihit 
aut aut ut et eaqui natio. Endam 
quis non pe a nate doluptas 
sitia volorior senda vel ipitium 
reicitatio. Ut aperupt uribus qui 
delitas eici quiam volut dolest.

•  Pudit vendae maximus maximi imi quis asitibe 
simossu ndebiss itatur sitio eictio et aliquo 

•  To dicidunt il maximusci bearias peratem et  
acerm que corumeni to quid 

•  Es minti ut ex ea es eostis atium sae nonercia 
volorem hilibero blabo

Pencils up for 
global good.

CE STUDENTS GO BASIC 
TO MEET THE DEMANDS 
OF DEVELOPING NATIONS.

“Pen and paper 
might seem old 
school. Guess 
I’m old school.”

—Robert Mumkin ‘20
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EXAMPLE

Image or color field

Contextual graphics
Note:
It’s important that this graphic element be 
used subtly as a complement to the image, 
with its stroke weight never dominating the 
overall content of the photograph or the 
other elements in the composition.

Although contextual graphics 
often follow a strict grid 
structure, they do not 
necessarily need to align with 
other elements in the layout. 
In fact, the composition is 
often better balanced by 
elements that do not align. 

Contextual graphics must 
never interfere with the 
legibility of type. A simple 
solution is to remove sections 
of the graphics to create an 
open space for copy.   

LOREM IPSUM
Dunt hiliquas molor maximendis 
conse volorem idem volessi santios.
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Here, a chart-based contextual 
graphic is placed over the 

photo and the text, providing 
additional meaning and context 

to the image and copy.

CONTEXTUAL GRAPHICS: 
CUSTOM
Contextual graphics can also be complex, 
both in content and meaning. They can 
relate directly to the subject matter, 
providing an additional layer of meaning. 
These custom graphics can also interweave 
with layers of type and images, creating 
compelling and dynamic designs. 
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conestis iumquid quamus dolest 
pro cor aut laborectur. Uga. Et 
facerum reperae ne la ea volore, 
od qui conesed quiae dicto 
beaquaepedis pellend ucientem 
in est, si omnisci lluptat emperi 
inciis aciis as reicia et del id elenis 
re velitatqui ut harum sa quo volo 
molorero moditatqui int que est.

Oviduci usciet dolorem alitatiur 
minctat iaepudis mos qui coned 
quiae autatem atia eosam fuga.

Dolesserit pro cor 
aut laborectur uga et 
facerum reperae ne 
la ea volore, od qui 
conesed quiae dicto 
beaquaepedis pellend 
ucientem in est.

Dolles es netur as ma volorempore 
ernat remFicae suntionest earcius 
ulpa quo exceaque quis ipidi tem 
doluptatem rerspis que cument 
abor sa dolorem quatasi tiusdae 
sandis apellacerum quiscid 
eiusdaectem volorrovit, coria 
eosa arum ditaturi debitissinum 
lique non ratet voluptur. Des et 
voluptam inis prepe nosanda 
ndenimperia sequi invererupta 
quassim oluptat. Mil in est pro 
bererro ommo imaio. Itaque 

Only solutions that 
haven’t been explored 
yet by an OSU Engineer.

THERE ARE NO 
HYPOTHETICALS
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•  Pudit vendae maximus maximi imi quis asitiberre 
simossu ndebiss itatur sitio eictio et aliquo 

•  To dicidunt il maximusci bearias peratem et acerm 
que corumeni to quid 

•  Es minti ut ex ea es eostis atium sae nonserfercia 
volorem hilibero blabo 

• Si re as rae necullabo eurt dolupis esti nosame

•  Minum voluptio optatesto ex esed ut arciur audan 
doloriscim asitatu sapides 

• Tiasse voloribus unt ut aut que porum ex etferum 

• Fugitiisse es dolles es nett il maximusci bearias

  y = –x2 –2x + 3

x

y

EXAMPLE

Image or color field

Contextual graphics
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 maximi imi quis asitiberre 

 peratem et acerm 

 eostis atium sae nonserfercia 

• Si re as rae necullabo eurt dolupis esti nosame

•  Minum voluptio optatesto ex esed ut arciur audan 
doloriscim asitatu sapides 

• Tiasse voloribus unt ut aut que porum ex etferum 

• Fugitiisse es dolles es nett il maximusci bearias

  y = –x2 –2x + 3

Note:
It’s important that this graphic element be 
used subtly as a complement to the image, 
with its stroke weight never dominating the 
overall content of the photograph or the 
other elements in the composition.
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MOMENTUM

Coastal engineers help 
harness waves without 
harming shore  
PAGE 3

The fine art of trapping 
carbon emissions 

 
PAGE 6

Staking a claim
in wind energy
research
PAGE 12

EXAMPLE STATIC MOVEMENT

CONTEXTUAL GRAPHICS: 
OBJECTS
When an image contains an object or piece of 
equipment, that serves as a great opportunity to create 
an object-based contextual graphic. This approach 
highlights the object within the image, and can add a 
fun, dynamic quality to the layout overall. When tracing 
the object to create the graphic, always use a color with 
enough contrast to pop. Additionally, movement can be 
illustrated in these graphics, to demonstrate how the 
object actually works to enhance a layout even further.
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Image or color field

Contextual graphics

Note:
Once these object-based contextual 
graphics are created, they do not always 
need to be tied to their source photo. For 
example, this windmill graphic could be 
used independently of the image to help 
enhance the content in a layout.

Here, an image including a 
windmill is overlaid with a graphic 
of that windmill. Given the more 
delicate nature of the windmill 
illustration, adding movement 
lines can make it more prominent 
on the cover. 
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Pudit, vendae maximus maximi, imi, quis asitiberrore simossu 
ndebiss itatur sitio eictio et aliquo to dicidunt, il maximusci 
bearias peratem et aceriam que corumeni to quid es minti ut ex 
ea es eostis atium sae nonserfercia volore. 

Nam illaccum si re as rae necullabo. Runt dolupis esti nosame 
minum voluptio optatesto ex esed ut arciur audandes doloriscim 
asitatu sapides tiasse voloribus unt, ut aut que porum ex et 
verferum fugitiisse es dolles es netur as ma volorempore ernat 
remFicae suntionest earcius ulpa quo exceaque quis ipidi tem 
doluptatem rerspis que cument abor sa dolorem quatasi tiusdae 
sandis apellacerum quiscid eiusdaectem volorrovit, coria eosa 
arum ditaturi debitissinum lique non ratet voluptur.

Ut aut que porum ex et verferum fugitiisse es dolles es netur 
as ma volorempore ernat remFicae suntionest earcius ulpa 
quo exceaque quis ipidi tem doluptatem rerspis que cument 
abor sa dolorem quatasi tiusdae sandis apellacerum quiscid 
eiusdaectem volorrovit, coria eosa arum ditaturi debitissinum 
lique non ratet voluptur.  Des et voluptam inis prepe nosand.

Pudit, vendae maximus maximi, imi, quis asitiberrore simossu 
ndebiss itatur sitio eictio et aliquo to dicidunt, il maximusci 
bearias peratem et aceriam que corumeni to quid es minti ut 
ex. es eostis atium sae nonserfercia volorem hilibero blabo. 
Nam illaccum si re as rae necullabo. Runt dolupis esti nosame 
minum voluptio optatesto. esed ut arciur audandes doloriscim 

asitatu sapides tiasse voloribus unt. Ceptaquam es re eum ni 
non rendis que plam, iument as suntum eum vent autemos 
aliquod moluptatur aut lati nobit dolorer fernatur? Sedis 
erumendanis aut plitasperum, exceaquid mo dignihillaut ut 
volorpossin rerovit pa estorest, sim evel iur, ommoloribus 
comnit que conecta temperi volluptum volo veles sedit, opta 
volent ut untias re estion ni inissinis sit voluptassi illaborum 
quatio magnatem quae porpore pelluptiisti duci illaborerum 
autasperia simus a dolorernatur rehenis ea volupiet alisitis 
rerrore rionse quiaepu digenes sum.

Auta quam, quo enimus, quuntis eniminus aut quatatur, 
explaboreped quia volum rehenit aut adis et.

ASSEMBLY 
INSPIRED

Team takes new scope for test drive.

Working toward next gen 
therapies at a molecular scale.
Ceatis earum facearcidi cor aut lit ex eum qui ullentius 
suntin cut ut id quos ad ma num con con eariata temollupe 
parcimpos exeris eaqui toreici mpersped que natempel 
maximustiost at oditincil earum eum aut lauditem fugitiae 
perumque optatus is dionsedist.

College of EngineeringOregon State University

EXAMPLE

CONTEXTUAL GRAPHICS: 
EXPLODED VIEW
In some instances, it may be desirable to 
show the pieces and parts that make up a 
complex object or piece of equipment. In 
these scenarios, using an “exploded view” 
treatment can produce a powerful graphic. 
These sorts of visual elements can also be 
helpful with concepts like assembly  
or building.
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Below, an exploded view 
microscope is used with the 

headline “Assembly Inspired.” 
The graphic reinforces that 
message while also pairing 

nicely with the images 
included in this spread.

Image or color field

Contextual graphics

Note:
It’s important that this graphic element be 
used subtly as a complement to the image, 
with its stroke weight never dominating the 
overall content of the photograph or the 
other elements in the composition.
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